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A Rite for the Blessing of a Garden

Presider Blessed be the God of all creation:

People For in your goodness you make all things new.
Presider God be with you (or the Lord be with you).
People And also with you.

Presider Let us pray.

Gracious God, you open wide your hand and give of your goodness to all things living: Renew the face of
the earth and increase the sustainable harvest of the world, that the land may bring forth enough for all,
and your people may share justly and give honor to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The presider or other appointed leaders from the congregation may then lead the People in prayer, using
one or more of the following collects, as appropriate.

Lover of all you have made: Protect and sustain the creatures of our local habitat. Increase their well-
being, watch over them with love, and give us wisdom to honor our kinship with them; through Jesus
Christ, the first-born of all creation. Amen.

God, whose Spirit moved over the deep: We thank you for the gift of water. Bless the waters on the ground
and under the ground, and the waters that fall from the sky, that this garden may flourish and bear good
fruits; through Jesus Christ our savior. Amen.

God, who alone provides seed for the sower and bread for the eater, you have taught us to ask of you our
daily bread: Bless the sowing of the seed this year, grant fertility to the soil, and strengthen the hands of
the gardeners who till it, that through their labor your people may be nourished; through Jesus Christ, the
bread of life. Amen.

Holy God, you have blessed our plowing and preparing of the ground: Protect what we planted in your
name, and grant that working late and early, we and others may enjoy a fruitful harvest; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Presider and People then say

Holy One: Bless and protect this garden and all who keep it. Strengthen and uphold them in their labor,
that these plants may be good fruit and our care for the earth may witness to your love and justice; in the

name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity. Amen.

The Deacon or Presider may dismiss the People with these words
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Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
This is from the Episcopal Book of Occasional Services 2022, pages 124-12. It is intended for public

worship but may be used for private devotion as appropriate.

Other worship resources, including ways to support the work of Episcopal Relief &
Development’s climate change resilience programs, can be found at
episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/priorities/climate-resilience

Join us in prayer that can help guide you through times of disaster, uncertainty,
liturgical seasons and beyond.
episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/worship-resources/let-us-pray/

Nurture & Sustain: In Worship

© 2025 Episcopal Relief & Development



http://episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/priorities/climate-resilience
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/worship-resources/let-us-pray/

	Table of Contents 
	Welcome to Nurture & Sustain — Action-Based Climate Resilience
	Introduction
	Strategy Summary — Climate Resilience by 2030
	Important Reminders While Caring for Creation
	Overview of the Toolkit
	How to Begin: Discerning Local Leadership and Setting Goals
	Team Mission & Policy Statement Template
	Community Survey Example

	In Worship: Observances for the Care of Creation
	Rogation Days and Garden Blessings
	A Rite for the Blessing of a Garden
	An Outdoor Guided Meditation
	Lectio Divina: The Book of Nature
	Creation Psalms
	Worship Resources for the Season of Creation
	Year-Round Worship Resources 
	How to Observe Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday

	Formation: Study and Grow with Creation Care
	A Godly PlayTM Style Story of Creation
	Poetry & Reflections
	Let’s Talk: Family Conversation Starters

	On Campus: Caring for Creation in Your Buildings and Grounds
	Calculating Your Carbon Footprint
	Benefits of Pollinator Gardens
	Six Steps to a Successful Pollinator Garden

	Fellowship: Earth Friendly & Green Gathering
	Being Great Neighbors
	Introduce Zero-Waste Living
	Eat Pray Walk 
	The 5 R’s of Kitchen Hospitality 

	Take Action: Local & Global
	Becoming a Ministry Partner with Episcopal Relief & Development 
	50 Easy Ways to Care for Creation
	Pick One Thing – Introduction
	Pick One Thing To Do This Week

	Fun & Fundraising with 
Episcopal Relief & Development
	Get Creative with Gifts for Life
	How to Plan a Churchwide or Diocesan Campaign
	Helpful Tips for a Successful Campaign
	Coming Soon: Individual or Team Fundraising Online Campaign
	Fundraising with Fellowship & Worship Activities
	Opportunities for Local & Diocesan Grants and 
Individual Support
	Individual Giving Opportunities




